
 

 

 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

EPISCOPAL VISITATION 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II – 9:30 a.m. 

May 18, 2025 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

8:00 Holy Eucharist Rite I 
 9:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent, for this is the house of God. 
Before the service speak to the Lord; during the service let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service speak to one another. 



The Rector’s Welcome 
 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! The Easter Season is my favorite time to be in 
Church. There are no better hymns than the celebratory Easter hymns in 
our hymnal. This fifty-day celebration of the resurrection of Jesus is 
meant to fill our hearts with joy and our eyes with tears of happiness. This 
season is all about reminding us what Jesus accomplished for us, that he 
has defeated death and is freely offering all people eternal life with our 
creator and Father in Heaven. 

I invite you all to take the fifty days of Easter as seriously as you took the 
forty days of Lent. That means celebrating for the entire season of Easter. 
Celebrate your life, family, church, friends, and most importantly, your 
relationship with Jesus Christ, your redeemer. Invite Jesus into all that 
you do, and remember to be joyful. When I was young, I asked a priest 
what he thought heaven was like. He told me, “Heaven is perfect joy!” 

This season of Easter is a time for all of us to practice being joyful. Make 
a plan every day to find joy in your life. In finding joy, we will also see 
God acting in our lives. Let’s all live joyfully, and in doing so, discover 
how beautiful the Kingdom of God is and give thanks for the redemption 
offered to the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Faithfully, 

 

The Rev. Christian M. Wood  
Rector  

 



The people stand as the ministers enter 

Processional Hymn   432 Laudate Dominum 

 



PROPER ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant 
 
 
 
People        
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Celebrant  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE   S-236  Glory to You John Rutter 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 



Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and 
the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads 
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The people sit 

THE LESSON Acts 11:1-18 

Lector  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now the apostles and the brethren who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, “Why did you 
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” But Peter began and 
explained to them in order: “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in 
a trance I saw a vision, something descending, like a great sheet, let 
down from heaven by four corners; and it came down to me. Looking 
at it closely I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and 
birds of the air. And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat.’ But I said, ‘No, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ But the voice answered a second time from 
heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ This 
happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. At that 
very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to 
me from Caesare′a. And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no 
distinction. These six brethren also accompanied me, and we entered 
the man’s house. And he told us how he had seen the angel standing 
in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon called 
Peter; he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, 
you and all your household.’ As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 
on them just as on us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of 



the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave the same gift to them 
as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
that I could withstand God?” When they heard this they were silenced. 
And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has 
granted repentance unto life.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL: PSALM 148 (COVERDALE TRANSLATION)  Sir Charles Villiers Stanford 

Sung by the choir 

O praise the Lord of heaven : praise him in the height. 
2 Praise him, all ye angels of his : praise him, all his host. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon : praise him, all ye stars and light. 
4 Praise him, all ye heavens : and ye waters that are above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord :  
 for he spake the word, and they were made; he commanded,  
 and they were created. 
6 He hath made them fast for ever and ever :  
 he hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 
7 Praise the Lord upon earth : ye dragons, and all deeps; 
8 Fire and hail, snow and vapours : wind and storm, fulfilling his word; 
9 Mountains and all hills : fruitful trees and all cedars; 
10 Beasts and all cattle : worms and feathered fowls; 
11 Kings of the earth and all people : princes and all judges of the world; 
12 Young men and maidens, old men and children,  
 praise the Name of the Lord : for his Name only is excellent,   
 and his praise above heaven and earth. 
13 He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him : even the 

children of Israel, even the people that serveth him. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be. World without end. 

Amen. 



THE SECOND LESSON  Revelation 21:1-6 

Lector  A reading from the Revelation to John. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a great voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor 
pain any more, for the former things have passed away.” 

And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water without 
price from the fountain of the water of life. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand 

SEQUENCE HYMN   457 St. James 



 

THE GOSPEL John 13:31-35 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being At 
the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son 
of man glorified, and in him God is glorified; if God is glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A 
new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



THE SERMON The Rt. Rev. Douglas F. Scharf 
VI Bishop of Southwest Florida 

The people sit 

THE NICENE CREED (standing) 

Celebrant and people  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the  
 Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
    he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  
 of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   (Form III) 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly  
and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the  
nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

We pray for ______ , for those in the hospital _______,  
those in hospice ______, for the recent faithful departed,  
especially ________ [and for _______ in whose memory  
the altar flowers are given today]. 



The Celebrant adds this concluding collect  
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your 
servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his 
coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION 

Deacon  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All   Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 

    in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us  
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

All stand  

THE PEACE  

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you.  

All greet one another with the sign of peace then sit for any necessary announcements. 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Offertory Sentence 

 



Offertory Anthem If ye love me   Thomas Tallis 

If ye love me, keep my commandments,  
and I will pray the Father,  
and He shall give you another comforter,  
that He may abide with you for ever; 
Ev'n the Spirit of truth, the Spirit of truth. 

Doxology with Alleluias    Laast uns erfreuen 

All stand 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a proper preface is sung or said 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus and Benedictus  S128 William Mathias 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people remain standing as they are able 

Celebrant 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon 
the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you  and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me."  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and people 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Celebrant 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him.  

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
  heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread after which the following is sung 

Fraction Anthem   S-154   Pascha Nostrum David Hurd 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

 



All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.  
If you are not receiving, you are invited to come forward for a blessing  

(indicated by crossing your arms over your chest).  

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words  

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 

or with these words  

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. 
Amen. 

Communion Motets  

Ubi Caritas  Maurice Duruflé 

Where true charity and love dwell, God himself is there.   
Since the love of Christ has joined us in one body,   
let us all rejoice and be glad now and always.   
And as we hear and love our Lord, the living God,  
so let us in sincerity love all people.  

As we are all of one body, when we gather  
let no discord or enmity break our oneness.  
May all our petty jealousies and hatred cease that  
Christ the Lord may be with us all our days.  

Now we pray that with the blessed you  
grant us grace to see your exalted glory.   
O Christ our God, our boundless source of joy and truth, 
 of peace and love, for ever and for ever more, world without end. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Call   Ralph Vaughan Williams 

All stand 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
 you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son  
 our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in  

 the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and  

courage to love and serve you with gladness and  
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death. 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: 

Such a Light, as shows a feast: 

Such a Feast, as mends in length: 

Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love.in the trial 
of death! 



THE EPISCOPAL BLESSING  

 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL     

The Deacon gives the Dismissal 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Processional Hymn   623 O quanta qualia 
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THE CLERGY AND STAFF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE REVEREND CHRISTIAN M. WOOD 
XVII Rector 

THE REVEREND DALE W. VAN WORMER 
Associate Rector 

THE REVEREND CHARLES E. CONNELLY 
Retired Priest in Residence 

SIMON J. MORLEY 
Organist and Director of Music 

LAURIE D. LAWTHER 
Parish Administrator 

JANICE A. DE PINTO 
Parish Secretary 

RODERICK MORRIS 
Sexton 

 

THE REVEREND  
DONALD P. GOODHEART 
Retired Priest in Residence 

THE REVEREND MARY ALICE LOPEZ 
Deacon 

THE REVEREND TANIA M. WILKES 
Deacon 

HUGH A. R. JEBSON 
Head of St. John’s School 

LEE M. LOWRY 
Director of Communications 

AYANA S. GRADY 
Director of Children, Youth &                                   

Family Ministries 

JOHN H. MCKAY (2025) 
Senior Warden 

ANDREW M. BROWN (2025) 
Junior Warden 

DOUGLAS F. ARTHUR 
Treasurer 

AMY YOST 
Clerk of the Vestry 

 

NORMAN F.J. ALLEN III (2027) 
ROBERT O. ALTER  (2026) 

RODDY D. BELFATTI (2025) 
CARY R. BROWN (2026) 

C. TWEED ECKHARD (2025) 
LYNN L. FLUHARTY (2027) 

ANDREW B. GALAVIS, SR. (2027) 
JEFFREY M. HUNT (2026) 

LISA J. LEAL (2026) 
CHRISTINA C. MCADAMS (2027) 

 


